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gratification in such a way that he feels himself to be wonderful and
at the same time admires his flattering admirer. These women
usually do not strive for love but use the sympathy they arouse in
others for their own ambitious purposes. They are particularly
dangerous when they compete with other women often more gifted
than themselves, who, because they openly pursue their ambitious
aims, are feared and rejected by men. We shall return to this latter
type of woman. At this point we wish to emphasize the fact that
woman's peculiar facility for identification reveals a whole gamut
of possibilities. It is an innate feminine quality that, born of weakness
and passivity, can serve varied and often opposite purposes. It
makes a great difference whether identification serves the purpose of
love or hate, whether it stems from the cold source of a masculinity
(desire to be "like him") or from the warm source of femininity
(desire to "understand him55 by feeling "like him").

We spoke above of a phase of adolescence during which boys and
girls display a particularly keen understanding of their own psycho-
logic states. We explained this by the narcissistically intensified
self-observation and heightened interest in the processes of their own
psychic life that are characteristic of this period. In my psycho-
analytic practice I have encountered a type of patient who by his
pathologic intensification of this behaviour was able to throw much
light upon it. Distinguished by extraordinary intuition about their
own psychologic processes, and by the ability to observe and under-
stand them, persons of this type turn all their activity upon their own
psychologic life, while they are strikingly passive in their attitude
toward the world around them. They are as well adjusted to
reality as can be, but they quite passively let themselves be dominated
by people and things. Analysis shows that their inner perception
amounts to a more intensive self-observation for the purpose of
defence against inner dangers. We are thus confronted with a
defensive process in which the individual behaves like someone
anxiously listening in the dark and perceiving every noise with
special acuteness. One patient of this type declared that he observed
himself so attentively in order not to go insane, thus clearly defining
his inner perception as a defence mechanism. It was also ascer-
tainable that in these patients the repressed anxiety increased in
intensity as soon the defensive self-observation failed. In one case
the anxiety grew constantly stronger during the treatment, until
finally "the patient began to develop paranoic ideas. It was thus
possible to observe statu nascendi the transformation of the inner